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    Roger Chauvin, President of WECCC 
    rog.chauvin@gmail.com 

 
A LETTER FROM THE KAYAK OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
Hello Fellow Paddlers, 
 
Welcome to the WECCC Muddy Waters Newsletter, I am thrilled 
to see this news letter get resurrected by our new member 
Norene Chevalier. I would like to thank her for the awesome 
work she did putting the Newsletter together for everyone to 
enjoy. 
 
Many thanks go to our past President, Sharon DeYoung for the tremendous amount of great work 
she did through the years as President. 
 
I would like to thank the members that have volunteered their time to be on the Executive 
Committee and I am looking forward to working with each of you. 
 
I would also like to hear from the membership on outings that they would like to participate in. 
 
Here is a little information about myself for those that don't know me.  I am 48 years young, 
married to Angie and have 3 children. On the odd occasion my girls will come out and paddle with 
us. My son Kevin has been paddling and has been our unofficial photographer for the last few 
years. 
 
I have been paddling canoes since I was 13, and became hooked on kayaks for the last 5 years.  I 
have been active in many of the Thursday Night Paddles, and participated in last seasons Tuesday 
Tune Up as well the Local Paddling Coordinator and enjoyed many day paddling trips with many of 
you. 
 
I have many goals this year and I think we will be able to achieve them with the help of the 
committee and volunteers. Here are a few. 
 

·  Continue to have many short day and evening paddles that include canoes and 
kayaks, rated for all ages and types of paddlers. 

·  Volunteer and find volunteers willing to assist in being trip leaders, when needed. 
·  Continue with the Family Camping Week. Hint: Volunteers needed. 
·  Promote paddling safety. 
·  Try and organize a couple different practice rescue clinics. 
·  Encourage the young to try kayaking, (Rick Lalonde's idea), encourage retired 

paddlers to come out on outings with us. I’m sure we can find you gear if you don’t 
have any.

 
I am looking forward to a great paddling year with you. I encourage all of you to submit your 
pictures and ideas to Norene for all to enjoy. 

 
Thanks for believing in me to do this job, with the help from you we will be successful in 
having a great paddling club. 
 
��������	
��
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Sharon DeYoung 
Past President of WECCC 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR PAST PRESIDENT 

When I look back, I guess I have been around Windsor Essex 
County Canoe Club for a long time, about 10 years.   I somehow 
found out about the club, attended a few meetings, and immediately 
joined the executive.  I wanted to share my love for the outdoors with 

like minded folk.  Previously I had fond memories of many paddles in our old 14 foot fibreglass 
canoe with the family.  

I thoroughly enjoyed planning and working out the details of events and trips with the help of many 
over the years.  

There have been numerous paddles and adventures I have been on and I thank you all for giving 
me such wonderful memories.  

Do I have a few that stick out in my mind? Of course and for many different reasons and here are 
a few of them. 

Paddling in my kayak under the Ambassador Bridge and feeling so incredibly small under that 
massive structure.  

Paddling on the Detroit River one evening, looking at the beautiful skyline.   

Going through the Trent Severn Locks in the Montreal Canoe.  

Paddling with all that was in me against a George Lake headwind. 

And the list goes on and on. 

The very best part of my being in this club has been meeting such wonderful people and making 
many lasting friendships. Let me stress, that you are what makes this club so enjoyable and you 
really can have a good time just about anywhere with great folk like you.  

I am really excited to see the level of enthusiasm that is being shown already with our new 
executive.  

We all know that change is inevitable, and I hope I can take hold of whatever challenges that life 
gives me with determination and courage.   

I love you all dearly and I am certainly dreaming these days about future fun adventures 
with remarkable friends and new ones yet to come. 

��	��
�����

� �
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: February, March & April 2011 
 

FEBRUARY 2011 
 
February 5, 2011 GLP Cross Country Ski Event: Indep endence Oaks, 9501 
Sashabaw Road, Clarkston, Michigan. Description: Meet time: 11:00 a.m. 
Contact : Sharon Clark at k1yakr@charter.net or 734 268-6016 Cross-country 
Skiing – Four trails of differing lengths and difficulty. Rental equipment available 
on site. See http://www.destinationoakland.com for additional information. Entry 
fee - $10.00 per day or $5 ($4 seniors/adaptive/ military) per day for Oakland 
County residents.  Annual vehicle permit $46 or $30 for Oakland County 
Residents.  They also use the Parks Perks Pass ($48 annual fee) jointly with 
Huron-Clinton Metro parks. Directions : Take I-75 north out of Detroit. Exit at 
Sashabaw Road (exit 89) near Clarkston. Turn right (north) and travel 2 miles 
past Pine Knob Music Theatre. Park entrance is on the left side of the road. 
[From GLP website] 

February 12, 2011 WECCC Picture Day & Trip Planning  Saturday, February 
12, 3-6pm  (Start time may be earlier if we have several presentations). Location: 
Windsor Family Credit Union, 2800 Tecumseh Road E, Windsor, Ontario. Use 
the rear parking lot (Basement Meeting Room). 

February 12-19, 2011 Outdoor Adventure Show, Toront o, Ontario 
www.outdooradventureshow.ca/toronto/visitor/index.html 
 
February 19, 2011WCA Symposium  (Toronto) Monarch Park Collegiate, 1 
Hanson St., Toronto, ON (map) Wilderness Canoe Association Symposium. A list 
of speakers will be available at a later date. For registration see 
http://www.wcsymposium.com/HTML%20pages/Links.html 
 
MARCH 2011 
 
March 8, 2011 GLP Meeting  
 
March 11-13, 2011 Canoecopia  
http://www.canoecopia.com/canoecopia/page.asp?pgid=1001 
 
March 19, 2011 GLP St. Patrick’s Day Paddle & Potlu ck .  Island Lake 
Recreation Area, Brighton, MI (map) Description: Meet time: 11:00 am Skill 
level : Intermediate, Difficulty : Moderate Meet at Kent Lake Beach inside Island 
Recreation Area. Paddle the scenic Huron River from the Kent Lake Dam to 
River Bend Picnic area. Bring a dish to pass for the potluck lunch and don't forget 
the wearing of the green! This is a cold water paddle. PFD must be worn while on 
the water. Bring a full change of clothes in a dry bag. No children or pets please. 
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State Park pass ($10) required for park entry. Contact: Tom Brandau at 
tbpaddler@charter.net or 734 268-6016 [From GLP website] 
 
APRIL 2011 
 
April 9-10 GLP Solo & Tandem Canoe Clinic see Rick Lalonde   
 
April 12 GLP Meeting 
 
April 30 WECCC Huron Meadows Paddle 
 
March 18-20 Florida Freestyle Symposium 
http://www.freestylecanoeing.com/public_html/Events /Florida.html  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

You might be a kayaker if... 

You "pour over" stream flow readings the 
way a stockbroker scans the markets 
everyday.  
 
You practically salivate at the sound of 
rainfall. 
 
There's no room on your speed-dial for 
anything but gauge readings. 
 
You paid more for a roof-rack for the boat 
than you spent for anniversary presents. 
 
You tie down the boat better than you 
seatbelt in the kids. 
 
"Waterproof" means "a little damp" or 
"might-float"  
 
Your friends or relatives are shocked when 
you answer the phone at home on a 
weekend.  

House guests ask you why you replaced 
your living room sofa with a sea kayak...  
 
You can't drive over a bridge without looking 
for water under it.  
 
The smell of old polypro doesn't bother you.  
 
Driving 1200 km for a weekend on the river 
doesn't seem strange to you.  
 
Your idea of a complete first aid kit is a roll 
of duct tape  
 
"Small craft advisories" make you praise the 
Ocean gods.  
 
Window shade means more than keeping 
the sun out.  
 
You choose a new car based on whether or 
not your rack system will fit it. 
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A dress shirt and tie no longer bother you, 
because they're looser than a dry suit neck 
gasket. 
 
You co-workers (and non-boating friends, 
family and your spouse) will not ride in your 
vehicle between March and October 
because of the ode de polypro. 
 
The sight of a waterfall gives you the 
uncontrollable urge to urinate in a nearby 
bush- while you search out the line...  
 
You call your buddies in order of shuttle 
ability. 
  
Your boat is worth more than your car. 
 
Even in the dead of winter, you never 
actually lose the PFD tan lines. 
 
You build your new house as close as 
possible to the flood plain.  
 
Your dog loves to roll in your pile of paddling 
clothes.  
 
You're all dressed up and don't notice that 
you're being rained on.  
 
You ask the clerk at Freed’s how well these 
dress shoes hold up to immersion.  
 
You measure major purchases relative to 
the cost of a new boat... ('Hmmm, that new 
computer will cost me about 2 1/2 kayak 
units'). 
  
You're the one with the Bright Sunny Smile 
on the Cold Rainy Day.  
 
Every once in a while you touch your 
paddle, just to touch it...every once in a 
while you let go of your paddle, just to eat 
something. 
 
When your non boating friends visit your 
home or your car they ask "Do you have 
dogs?"  
 
You have no trouble saying "Rotomolded 
Crosslink Polyethylene" ten times fast.  
 
The idea of a 20,000 km per year car lease 
seems ridiculous.  

 
You have a bathing suit that's wet from 
March to October.  
 
Your Mom has stopped saying "be careful 
this weekend."  
 
You've never setup a tent when it's light out.  
 
You have friends that you don't recognize 
without their helmet, pfd, paddling jacket, 
and boat ensemble. 
 
You can ID make and model on a car 
topped kayak at a quarter mile. 
  
"Wet, sticky hole" and "blowing a ferry" in 
casual conversation don't give you pause. 
 
You always have sinus congestion on 
Monday morning. 
 
You freely discuss how much you and 
others weigh, and don't feel self-conscious 
about it (or about asking others how much 
they weigh).  
 
You leave your glasses strap on at night. 
 
Your only considerations when buying a car 
are ground clearance, and the size of the 
rain gutters.  
 
All career, personal and financial decisions 
are judged by the criteria of "How will this 
increase my paddling time?"  
 
You visit Niagara Falls and think "This may 
be runnable."  
 
You build a 2 car garage addition and you 
still can't park your car inside.  
 
You deliberately watch the whole 
commercial just to see the kayak on the car. 
 
You manoeuvre your car on five-lane streets 
by eddying out behind trucks and making S-
moves in the left turn lane. And you lean into 
the turns.  
 
If you live in a town with a river running 
through it, you give street directions with 
descriptions like "upstream of the ..." or "two 
blocks down on river left ..."  
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You find yourself humming Weather 
Channel tunes.  
 
It takes longer and longer to get your "land 
legs" back. Solid ground "feels funny"  
 
You feel all mushy inside when your wife 
gives you a drytop for Christmas.  
 
You keep moving the car seat forward, so 
you can bend your knees and feel good and 
wedged in for pulling manoeuvres on the 
freeway.  
 
You can't look at water in a gutter without 
imagining tiny runs and miniature waves and 
holes.  

 
You start driving around with your PFD and 
helmet on because you have noticed that 
other drivers tend to give you the right of 
way. 
 
After a car wreck, the first thing you check 
for is damage to your boat.  
 
The only thing you worry about when getting 
naked just about *anywhere* is whether or 
not you'll get a ticket!  
 
http://delmarvakayak.net/kayak_humor.htm#  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Kayak is a palindrome - a word that is spelt the same backwards or forwards. 

You must live in the present, launch yourself on ev ery wave, and find your element 
in each moment . Henry David Thoreau 

Questions : “Why are Canadians the safest canoeists?” 

Answer : Because they never TIP! 

Compliments of Joan Walker 
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The Ontario Recreational Canoeing and Kayaking Association (ORCKA) is pleased to present our annual Seminar for 2011, Canoe and 
Kayaking Tripping Then and Now!   Learn all the ins and outs of tripping - designed for paddlers with a variety of experience levels. 
 
This event is open to all ORCKA members and the general public.  Please feel free to pass this email to your friends and co-workers. 
 
Date: Saturday, April 16th, 2011 
Time: 9:00am to 4:30pm (please arrive by 8:30am) 
Location: Seneca College King Campus, King City, Ontario 
Lunch is Included  
 
For questions, please contact the ORCKA office at info@orcka.ca.  Please forward all registrations to the ORCKA office at the contact 
information noted below.  Happy Paddling! 
 
Bonnie Fisher, ORCKA Office Administrator 
3 Concorde Gate, Suite 209, Toronto, ON M3C 3N7 
Ph. 416-426-7016; Fax 416-426-7363 info@orcka.ca 
www.orcka.ca 
 
 

 
TRAINING COURSES 

 
Please go to the following websites for additional information: Ontario 
Recreational Canoeing & Kayaking Association 2011 Tripping Seminar “Then & 
Now” (PDF file ) http://orcka.ca/ 
 
Pelee Wings Training: Leamington, Ontario 
http://www.peleewings.ca/training.php 

 

Date Description 

Saturday 
April 30, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class Featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety Held at Sherk Center 
Pool, Sherk St. Leamington. Lecture 10:30 - 12:30pm and Pool 1:30-4:30pm 

Saturday 
May 28, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class Featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety Held at Sherk Center 
Pool, Sherk St. Leamington. Lecture 10:30 - 12:30pm and Pool 1:30-4:30pm  

Saturday 
June 11, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class Featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety Held at Pelee Wings 
Beach 9am to 4pm with a break for lunch 

Saturday 
June 25, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety. Held at Pelee Wings 
Beach 9am to 4pm with a break for lunch. 

Saturday 
July 9, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety. Held at Pelee Wings 
Beach 9am to 4pm with a break for lunch.  

Saturday 
July 23, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety. Held at Pelee Wings 
Beach 9am to 4pm with a break for lunch.  

Saturday 
August 6, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety. Held at Pelee Wings 
Beach 9am to 4pm with a break for lunch. 

Saturday 
August 20, 2011 

Level One Kayak Class featuring the basics of kayaking and water safety. Held at Pelee Wings 
Beach 9am to 4pm with a break for lunch. 

 
University of Windsor offers kayaking classes in the St. Denis Centre Pool beginning February 
4th. This is an 8 week course. Sign up online at http://www.uwindsor.ca/campusrec/sport-
instruction-class-description 
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On August 7, 2010, we met up with 
our friends from Ontario for the long 
drive up to Lake Superior Provincial 
Park. We picked our sites and set up 
camp at Agawa Bay campground 

with our 
site on the 
beach. It 
was Betsy, 
my wife, 
first time 
camping in 
a tent, for a 
week. After 

dinner with our cooking partners 
Gilles & Ange Laflamme, some of us 
went for a sunset kayak paddle out 
around Vrooman Island 

The next day we launched the 
Montreal Canoe from Sinclair Cove. 
We put the Canadian flag on the new 
pole and paddle stern and off we 
went to Agawa rock to see the 
pictographs. Someone from shore 
wanted to know why the flag was 
upside down, everyone looked back 
at me and said it was the American 
who did it!, After I put it right-side up 
we continued on along the shore. 

We stopped for lunch; we explored 
an old cabin and then paddled back 
to camp where we had a lot of 
people on shore taking pictures of 
the big canoe as we passed by. 
Following dinner we paddled the 
Montreal Canoe out around 
Vrooman Island for another beautiful 
sunset.��

�

On Monday, after finding out that car 
camping is nice, most of the group 
went hiking up to the waterfalls, Rick 
LaLonde invited Betsy and I to go to 
Lake Mijinemungshing, one of the 
larger inland lakes in the park and 
test paddle a couple of his canoes. 
Rick does not stop trying to get you 
to paddle a canoe and is willing to 
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spend hours to turn a paddler from 
the dark side (kayaking). We 
paddled across the lake to a camp 
site for lunch and I showed Betsy 
what a thunder box was, (she was 
not impressed). We then we 
switched boats and went swimming 
before we left shore. I was not so 
swift in the Swift; we then paddled 
over to portage. Linda stayed with 
Betsy as she dried off on a rock, 
while Rick and I walked the 965 
metre trail to Lake Almonte. We had 
a great day on the water and I 
learned a lot about the differences in 
canoes from Rick.�

Tuesday morning we launched the 
Montreal Canoe from shore for a trip 
to bathtub rock for lunch. Some 
soaked in the bathtub, others went 
swimming or explored the island, 
Gilles found wild blueberries and 
picked a big bag of them. We then 
paddled back to Sinclair cove and 
loaded the Montreal Canoe on the 
trailer. Some of us went for a hike 
out to the pictographs. The weather 
was perfect and you could walk all 
the way to the end of the rock 
trail. It was an easy walk and 
everybody had a good time 
and a great workout. The 
drive back to the park along 
Hwy. 17 through the 
mountains along the shore 
gave us a beautiful view of 
Agawa Bay and little of 
Agawa River. It was another 
spectacular day. 

Wednesday after a breakfast of fresh 
wild blueberry pancakes and 
sausage, we loaded up our kayaks 
and headed out for a tour from 
Coldwater River to Bald Head River 

for lunch on the rocky shore, we 
paddled along the shore to Beatty 
Cove, some stayed there but I had 

my sites on Telegraph Rock at least 
it looked like a Island, it was covered 
with Gulls and double breasted 
Cormorants.  Bob Aylesworth came 
up behind and we paddled back to 
pick up the rest of the gang at Beatty 
Cove we headed back to Bald Head 
beach for a short rest and to look for 
rocks. With everyone accounted for 
we headed back to camp for dinner 
and watched another beautiful 
sunset on the beach. Rick invited us 
all down to his camp site for a camp 

fire 
storytelling 

and 
planning 

for the next 
day. 

Thursday 
everyone 

drove 
down to 

Gargantua Bay to launch the 
Montreal Canoe. We had to carry it 
down hill over large rocks to the 
water. We paddled up to Ward Bay 
for a break, went through Tug Boat 
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Channel on our way to the Devil’s 
Chair. After another short break, with 
Rick leading the way and I in the 
stern the wind picked up as we 
headed toward Gargantua Harbour 
to see the steamship Columbus.  
The Columbus caught fire and sank 
in 1909 and you can see the hull 
under water and the boilers sticking 
out as we paddled around it. Then 
we headed back to the launch site all 
excited to carry the Chi-Cheemaun 
back up the rock field hill to the 
trailer.  Before we knew it was on the 
trailer and we were headed back to 
camp. After arriving back I rode my 
bicycle to the visitor center where 
there were all kinds of displays to 
see with short movies, old artifacts, 
preserved wild life and a nice gift 

shop with the 
usual stuff. On the 
way back I took a 
shore trail that 
ended at the hiking 
trail. By the time I 
was on the road 
back to camp the 

fog started to roll in. Back at camp 
there were about 10 people sitting on 
the beach looking out to the water. I 
asked if they were waiting for the 
sunset but by then the fog was so 
thick you could not see 40 ft. I took a 
picture of them about 30 ft. away and 
with the flash you could barely see 
them in the picture it was so white.  
Rick started a camp fire so we all 
went down to enjoy the nice fire and 
company as we talked about what 
the plans were for Friday. Bob said 
the weather looks like it will be 
another nice day and asked if I still 
wanted to paddle out to Montreal 

Island. I said I’ve wanted to go since 
Saturday!  

 

So Bob and I got up early and 
started out for Montreal Island 
heading straight west from the 
beach. We made it to the point on 
the east side of the beach by 8:40 
a.m. We walked up the beach 
following some animal tracks in the 
sand where someone had made a 
little lean-to out of pine boughs. As I 
started to go inland there was a sand 
hill with thick vegetation.  The 
vegetation was so thick you couldn’t 
see in through the trees and brush, 
however, it had a very nice wind 
swept beach with nobody was 
around; a great getaway spot. We 
took some pictures looking back at 
the camp ground; we stayed about a 
half hour and then set our bows due 
east back to camp. About a half mile 
from shore we saw a kayak paddling 
out along the shore; we tried to 
guess who it was, it looked like Gilles 
skin frame boat; as we got closer I 
could not believe my eyes -I thought   
starting to seeing things (I still could 
be), it was Rick in Gilles’ kayak! I 
don’t think I had ever seen that 
before! We made it back to camp by 
11:00 for Brunch and we had more 
pancakes with the rest of the wild 
blueberries in them. It doesn’t get 
any better than this that in my book.  
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The weather was great all week 
however they were calling for rain on 
our last night so we started to pack 
up everything we didn’t in order to 

get an early start. Rick made 
reservations at a restaurant in 
Wawa.  We left early and stopped at 
Pinguisibi Trail where we saw the 
water level was down so we could 
walk out in the Sand River on the big 
rocks. Gilles said in the spring the 
rocks would all be covered. Next we 

stopped at Old Woman Bay with a 
beautiful panoramic view of the bay, 
and then up the road we stopped to 
view High Falls on the Magpie River. 
On the way to Wawa you are 
greeted by the infamous Wawa 
Goose monument. In September 
2010, Wawa celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the TransCanada 
Highway which goes right through 
Wawa (means “wild goose” in Ojibwa 
language).  We finished the trip off 
with a nice dinner at a restaurant in 
town. 

After heading to the showers around 
5:00 a.m., with additional showers 
walking there and back with all the 
rain! I saw Bob and the others 
across the road from us they had 
water coming into their tents and so 
were packing up they gear in the 
rain. As soon as they left the rain 
stopped around 8:00 a.m. so all I 

had to do was finish loading up what 
was in the tent, then I put the tent in 
a plastic tub wet and left for 
breakfast down the road at the first 
town with everyone that was going 
back at that time. 

 

Spanish River Trip                           
by Rick Lalonde 

 
In July 2008, I was looking for a trip 
that offered a bit of a challenge 
without being frightening. Some 
white water, but not too much. I 
wanted some remote adventure that 
was within 
easy 
reach. The 
West 
Branch of 
the 
Spanish 
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River seemed about right. 
 
I advertised the trip and had seven 
people commit to the trip. 
Unfortunately, there were 
unforeseen circumstances that 
caused three people to withdraw. 
That left us as a group of five. Not a 
perfect number for a canoe trip, but 
five was what we were. The group 
was made up of David Blakney, Mike 
Alexander and I from the Windsor 
area and two friends of mine from 
Toronto – Matt Snyder and Maya 
Hammer. 
 
It seemed that the best way to reach 
the West Branch would be to take 
the train from Sudbury. Because we 
were going to end the trip at Agnew 
Lake lodge, we chose to use their 
shuttle service. This made for a 
relatively short trip to the Sudbury 
train station, and then a few hours on 
the train. It turns out that that is 
much quicker and cheaper than 
trying to drive to Biscotasing. The 

one downside has 
to work with the 
train schedule. It 
only leaves 
Sudbury three times 
a week. 
 
We drove 
straight to 

Agnew Lake on Friday and 
camped there that night. That 
night we organized our gear for 
both the train and the canoes 
as best we could. It seemed 
like a very large pile. We held 
some elections and voted a few 
things off the trip. I think we 
made some good choices - like 
taking the bug tent and Dave’s 

guitar. 
 
The next morning started early with 
the sound of donkeys braying. 
Apparently the lodge uses the 
donkeys to keep the bears away. 
Dave and I had often discussed 
using mules on portages. Upon 
learning of their usefulness in the 
bear department, we spent a bit of 
time trying to figure out how to get 
one in a canoe. However, we soon 
learned that donkeys will not paddle 
no matter what you do. 
 
We headed off on the road to 
Sudbury. Within the next few hours, 
we would have breakfast at Tim 
Horton’s, ride a train, visit Grey Owls 
adopted home of Biscotasing and 

load our canoes, paddle down the 
lake to a rocky island camp site. The 
only way to make it more Canadian 
would have been to drink something 

like 
Canadian 
Club at 
the end 
of the 
day. So 
we did 
that too. 
 
Then we 
spent 
over a 
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week drifting down the Spanish 
River. Once we left Lake 
Biscotasing there were 
few signs of other 
people. If it were not for 
the train following the 
river valley most of the 
way, we might have 
thought that the rest of 
the world had 
disappeared.  Whenever 
the train passed within 
site they would blow 
their whistle and we 
would give them a wave. 
There were a number of 
other groups that rode up on the 
train with us, but most of them got off 
before Biscotasing and we did not 
see any other paddlers on the entire 
trip. 
 
We took turns solo paddling and 
changed paddling partners daily. 
There was lots of water in the river 
and none of us are hard core white 
water 
types, so 
we took 
portages 
around 
anything 
that looked 
difficult or 
dangerous. 
And we 
took our 
time 
scouting, 
lining and running the rest. This, 
along with the solo boat, prevented 
us from moving very fast. But we had 
given ourselves plenty of time, so 
there was little concern. As the week 
went by, we gained enough 
confidence to be able to paddle 

straight through some of the rapids 

that would have been trickier in lower 
water. And we did not have an issue 
with any of the gravel bars that the 
Spanish is known for. 
 
The only real complaint involved 
blood sucking creatures that were 
low on the evolutionary scale. (This 
did not refer to canoeing 
companions, I am sure.) 

 
Along the way we enjoyed some 
very nice camp sites, good food, 
great company and Dave’s guitar 
playing and singing (Maya 
helped out too). Some of the 
highlights mentioned the clear 
skies, pristine wilderness 
including ancient forests and 
numerous wild flowers. The train 
ride in was also very popular, 
along with Dave’s guitar. There 
was also a comment about the 

great swimming. I am pretty sure that 
this was a genuine comment, not a 
shot at the veteran canoeists who 
each took a turn dumping their 
passengers. 
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And then of course there was the 
breakfast at “The Old Vault” in 
Webbwood, Ontario.  What is it that 
makes the food so great at this 
quaint little place? The aroma of old 
money perhaps?   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The “boy zipper” can be inserted into garments at Superior 
Sport Stitch, 

4419 Howard Ave (at North Talbot)  
519-971-7447.  

The owner is Maria Chaor.  
Information provided by Susan Simard-Fisico 

������
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Hey there, novice paddlers!  

Tired of being confused about what all the veteran paddlers are talking 
about?  I have been only paddling for about two yea rs but I think I have 
gleaned what most of the specialized terms mean.  At  the CV pool sessions 
this winter, drop a few of these terms and you can pretend you are a real 
paddler. 

Boat  – If you don’t know, stay off the 
water in one. And, by the way, how 
did you get this newsletter? 

Cane Seat  – Canoe seat designed to 
make little criss-crossed lines on 
your butt. 

Canoe – Open-topped kayak for one 
armed paddlers or paddlers with one 
short arm. 

Canoe, Whitewater  – Open-topped 
kayak for one armed paddlers who 
like to swim. 

Canoe, Aluminum  – No such thing 
exists, just rounded off Johnboats. 

Canoodle  – An open-topped kayak 
with a really thin hull. 

Codorus  – Patrick F. McManus once 
said that any cow with a reasonably 
good aim can change a creek into a 
crick.   

Codorus  is a crick but needs no 
bovine assistance. 

Conodo-Gucci  – Conodoguinet as it 
runs through Hampden Twp. and 
Camp Hill. 

Dry Top  – Made of the latest miracle 
fabric, it will stay dry but you won’t. 

Flipped  – The natural orientation of 
a kayak. 

Float, Paddle  – Used by those who 
fail to remember the natural 
orientation of kayaks. 

Full XTR  – Oops.  The wrong 
vocabulary list.  This one was for the 
bike club article. 

Hull  – Unknown.  As in “Hull if I 
know.” 

Kayak  – Closed-topped canoe for 
those without canoe paddling skills. 

Kayak, Rotomolded  – Expensive, 
closed-topped canoe.  

Kayaks, Fibreglass – See Kayak, 
Rotomolded but you need  a 
mortgage to buy one. 

Kayak, Kevlar  –See Kayak, 
Fiberglas but bought by single or 
about-to-be single kayakers once the 
divorce settlement is finalized and 
the wealthy aunt dies. 

Kayak, Recreational  – There are 
many obvious jokes about “Wreck 

���������	
���
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Kayaks”.  Pick one. Try to be 
original. We’ve heard all the old 
ones. 

Kayak, Sea  – Any kayak that turns 
around in a distance greater than the 
width of the stream. 

Kayak , Whitewater  – Any kayak that 
can’t go straight for a distance longer 
than its own length. 

Kayak , Wooden  – Looks like a 
beautiful kayak but is never put into 
water.  

Keel  – To fall over at the price of the 
typical boat. 

Keeled  – To be murdered.  As in 
“Juan was keeled by Maria when she 
saw the price of his new boat.” 

Neoprene  – The latest advancement 
in stinky clothes since Paleoprene. 

Paddling Shop  – A place to be 
ignored in spring and fawned over in 
January. 

Paddle  (n) – A stick. 

Paddle  (v) – Sticking that stick in the 
water and flailing it. 

Paddle, Carbon Fiber  (n) – 
Expensive and fragile stick. 

Paddling  Trip  – For me, a source of 
new material for writing stuff like this. 

Puddle  – Typical creek in July. 

Piddle  – Used to augment a puddle 
in July. 

Poodle  – A great boat sponge when 
dried and stuffed. 

PFD – A really cool guy who wears a 
life vest.  Origin: Pretty Funky Dude. 

PDF – An idiot who doesn’t wear a 
life vest. Origin: Pretty Dead Floater. 

NRS Catalogue  – The cause of the 
question “How much longer are you 
going to be in the bathroom?” 

Rack – What I am doing right now 
with my brain to come up with 
something clever. 

Rescue Knife  – What you do in the 
lake after dropping your $50 knife. 

Roll  (v) – An apparent impossibility 
made possible by sheer terror. See 
Wet Exit. 

Roll  (n) – What kayakers develop 
after abandoning cycling and other 
cardiovascular exercise for paddling.  
Helps seal the cockpit. (Did you 
notice that there is no definition for 
“cockpit” in this glossary?  I wouldn’t 
tough that term with a ten foot 
paddle.) 

Roll, Combat  – A really stupid idea.  
If someone is shooting at me, I’m 
staying underwater until he leaves.  

Roll, Failed  – The normal kind of 
roll. 

Roll, Successful  – Got lucky, didn’t 
you? 

Shuttle  – A modern dance whereby 
one tries to get the others to drive to 
both the put-in and the take-out by 
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whirling, dodging and well faked 
sincerity.  I usually show up with my 
boat strapped to a backfiring ‘84 
Yugo with ripped seats covered with 
damp and aromatic hairballs donated 
by Fluffy. I haven’t had to drive all 
summer. 

Skiing  – Paddling a pair of really 
skinny boats in fluffy water. Usually 
done in the season when wet water 
gets too stiff. 

Spray Skirt  – A very tight skirt.  As 
in “Her skirt looked like it was 
sprayed on.” Susquehanna – The 
big, wet thing between Lemoyne and 

Harrisburg that sometimes invades 
Lemoyne and Harrisburg and leads 
to cute photos in the newspaper of 
people paddling on Front Street. 

Thwart  – To prevent a paddler from 
paddling yet again instead of visiting 
the in-laws.  

Trip Leader  – Selfless heroes and/or 
warped sadists who either help you 
avoid the nasty stuff or stuff you into 
the nasties.   

Wet Exit  – Used when the 
impossible is impossible. 

 

Tim Garland , a part-time roller can be reached at: tgarland@pa.net  if you 
care to appear in slightly disguised form in a futu re article.  Inept, 
inefficient, clumsy and careless paddlers are espec ially encouraged to 
make contact as he needs new material. Extra consid eration will be given if 
you like to drive.  11/2/05 

 
 

 
Every 
January, a 
group of fun 
loving 
kayakers 

kick off the New Year for a 
traditional New Years Day 
Paddle. This long 
established local event 
has run consecutively for 
well over 30 years! 
 
Over those years 
conditions for this New 

Years Day Paddle have varied; 
however, regardless, good fun and 
enjoyment is always had by all. 
 
Back in the early 1970's a small group 
did get out on the Detroit River in 

kayaks. Guilty as charged, I went out 
onto the river wearing cotton sweat 
pants. The shell I wore to protect from 
cold spray and ice was a simple nylon 
wind breaker. Rubber dipped work 
gloves gave hands some protection. 
Don’t even ask me about a PFD; Martin 
Williams could fill you in on that story. 
We just thought it was fun to wet the 
kayaks and play on the first day of the 
year.  By the mid 1970's the new years 
day event diverged from a kayakers 
outing.  At that time Windsor had two 
local dive shops. These two dive shop 
proprietors joined forces to promote a 
New Years Day theme. The City Marina 
was new and their concocted theme 
involved a diver’s swim race from Little 
River, inside the marina down the 
Detroit River to the foot of 
Pillette road some three miles 

ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S 
DAY PADDLE by Steve 

Lutsch 
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downstream. Wetsuit clad divers in 
teams of four would swim, push, float or 
ride a block ice flow cut from Little River 
inside the marina with a chain saw. It 
was pure craziness! I went to school 
with the owners of one of these dive 
shops so they contact me to help 
assemble a group of kayakers to act as 
rescue boats. For a few years this event 
went off for what it was crazy fun. Good 
gear, thick dive wetsuits and new 
drysuits seemed to keep the divers 
happy and comfortable in the freezing 
water. The kayak rescue team often 
consisted of at least 15 to 20 kayaks. 
We even taught how to paddle a 
swimmer to shore. One of the local ice 
canoes also aided in this endeavour by 
1980, the last year of the event. 
 
One team of divers decided to bring 
along a big jug of cherry whiskey for 
the three mile float down the Detroit 
River. Organizers became livid. I 
remember being asked to kayak over to 
the guilty party and take the jug from 
them. I cannot write their response here. 
What I can say is one diver of that four 
person team climbed up onto their ice 
flow often to drink from the jug. Each 
time he hauled himself up out of the 
river water from his wetsuit drained. 
Each time he slid back into the freezing 
river his body needed to warm that cold 
layer of water under his suit again. Each 
of you can guess what happened next.  
We got him to shore, an ambulance was 
called when we ask a homeowner on 
Riverside drive to do so and he was 
taken to Met Hospital with advanced 
Hypothermia. He recovered but fearing 
litigation the dive shops dropped the 
event. 
 
WECCC have continued the New Years 
Day Paddle tradition year after year 
from the City Marina.  By the early 
1990's I had established a kayak import 

venture. Placing a bit of energy and 
promotion behind the New Years Day 
Kayak Paddle our local outing began to 
draw paddlers from far and wide. 
Kayakers would drive to Windsor from 
Chicago, Cincinnati, Toronto and all 
points in between (many of these 
visitors went on to establish their own 
New Years paddling events back home). 
 
I had a six piece Celtic Band to play for 
the folks at the post paddle party, even 
had a piper play the kayakers off the 
river with his bag-pipes. At the peak of 
the sponsored event over 100 kayaks 
joined on the river for the first day of the 
year. The full restaurant at the Marina, 
Lilly Kazzillys, was booked for the post 
paddle party. Participants numbered 
over 250 revellers, and a welcoming 
good time was held by all. Ingrid and I 
tossed in a couple grand of door prizes 
to boot. To my wife’s chagrin we even 
flew home from Europe New Years eve 
on two different occasions to be here for 
New Years Day.  
I still get out on the Detroit River every 
year on New Years Day.  I have never 
missed a day. I truly enjoy the company 
of paddlers that share this 
first day of each and every year. It is still 
fun! 
 
Have a great 2011. Some of us have 
already started the year off in fine 
fashion. 
 
Cheers to All  
 
 

There is nothing that is so 
aesthetically pleasing and yet so 

functional and versatile as the 
canoe.  Bill Mason 
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Paddle junkies forever 
needing their “fix” just 
naturally find any 
excuse to get out on the 
water, so New Year’s 
Day is as good as any 
to start the season off 
right.  

 
For a great number of 
years there have been 
NYD paddles on both 
sides of the border; one 
on the Detroit River 
launching from 
Lakeview Marina, the 
other on the Huron 
River near Ann Arbor 
Michigan along with 
another I am aware of 
happening on the Pine 
River, near Cadillac 
Michigan.  
 

Being out there at this 
time of year may be 

viewed by some as a 
risky proposition, but 
can be safely 
undertaken by paddlers 
well-informed of the 
hazards, with good 
paddle skills, gear and 
attire suited for the 
elements. Done in the 
company of other 
equally prepared 
paddlers it is a fun way 
to cure that paddle 
craving. 
 
This year as in the last 
30 or better years, 
Steve Lutsch and 17 
kayak compadres set off 
at the mouth of the 
Detroit River dodging 
various forms of bergy 
bits, sharing what they 
love best, then warming 
up at his place with 
some chilli and good 
cheer. 

 
Linda and I are drawn to 
moving waters more 
favourable to the open 
canoe, so over the last 
10 or so years head out 
on a cross border trek to 
join up with the Great 
Lakes Paddlers on the 
Huron River putting in 
just below Belleville 
Lake.  A comical part of 
the trip is the looks and 
queries from puzzled 
border officers when 
giving them our 

declarations.  On this 
2011 launch, a mix of 17 
kayaks and canoes 
made an hour and a half 
run downstream before 
convening at the nearby 

Appleby’s. 
 
Cold weather paddling 
deserves an extra 
degree of respect but 
with it comes more 
opportunities to get out.   
 
Winter outings on the 
Detroit River tend to be 
the spur of the moment 
affairs dependant on the 
amount of open water.  
One does have to pay 
attention to floating ice 
sheets that can come in 
blocking the return 
route. 
 

On the smaller Huron 
River, many stretches 
are clear due to steady 
water flow but 
sometimes have 
shoreline ice shelves to 
be wary of.  Here too 
heartier folks arrange 

2011 New Year’s Day 
Paddling 

Story by Rick Lalonde 
Pictures by Kevin Chauvin 
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last minute paddles 
throughout the winter 
and there is nothing 
prettier than a quiet run 
with trees and shoreline 
covered in fresh fallen 
snow, just be sure to 
keep the shiny side 
down.     
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This is the twenty first 
season for our ski 
group, which was 
originally started in 1989 
and finally given a name 
in 1997.  Because 
Essex County is not 
famous for its 
abundance of snow, we 
may travel to find snow.  
For the past few years, 
people have been more 
reluctant to venture 
beyond day trips but it is 
still feasible to do an 
overnight stay in the 
Gaylord area or in 
Barrie.  Our group has 
varying levels of skiing 
ability, so it is easy to 
ski at your own pace.  
Costs are kept to a 
minimum by sharing as 
much as possible, such 
as travel costs and 
accommodations.  The 
key to this group is to be 
flexible and participate.  
TRAVEL INSURANCE  - 
Coverage is needed if 
you are outside Ontario, 
since the Provincial 
Health Insurance may 
not cover all expenses. 
Contact a provider. 

Entry into the USA :  
remember you require a 
passport to enter the 
USA so if you are 
planning to ski in 
Michigan you need to 
plan for that!! 

TRAVELLING COST  

Plan to share the costs 
of fuel, group trail fees, 
tolls, long distance calls 
and accommodations, if 
applicable.  Appoint a 
trip treasurer as soon as 

you get underway.  
Offer to drive your 
vehicle when possible.  
In consideration for the 
vehicle owner’s wear 
and tear, the following 
scale for travel 
expenses will continue: 

2 in vehicle  - 60% 
passenger, 40% owner  

3 in vehicle  - 80% 
passengers, 20% owner 

4 in vehicle  - 100% 
passengers, % owner  

HOW TO STAY ON 
THE MAILING LIST  

Many members now 
receive the newsletter 
by email - just let us 
know if you change your 
email address. To add 
your name to the email 
list send it to John 
Harnett at:    
jharnett@nexicom.net  

A phone number is also 
helpful if we have to do 
a phone blitz. 

Receiving the newsletter 
by post is still an option.  
Please let Gordon 
Haggert know at 519-
253-4055 or at 2268 
Lincoln Rd. Windsor 
Ontario N8W 2R2.  

Skiing Etiquette –  
reminders  

As we begin a new 
season it is always 
important to keep these 

tips in mind:  

When skiing on a single-
track trail yield to a 
faster skier - that is, step 
off the trail and let the 
person ski through   

If you are the faster 
skier and want to 
pass someone on 
the trail call out 
“track” and that 
person should step 
off the trail and let 
you ski through   

 If you meet a skier 
on a hill, the 
downhill person has 
the right of way  

When skiing on a 
double tracked trail, 
ski in the right trail 
except when 
passing 

If you fall on the trail, 
remove yourself as 
quickly as possible 
from the trail to 
avoid other 
accidents  

 If you fall and 
gouge a hole in 
the trail, try and 
refill the hole a 
much as 
possible  

 
 When you or 

your group stops 
for a rest, step 
off the trail as 
much as 
possible after a 
stop, check the 
area for any 
candy wraps, 
tissues etc. 

 
 Ski out with 
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everything you 
brought with you 

  
 Take water and 

small snacks 
with you on the 
trail no matter 
the length of 
time you are 
skiing 

  

 Carry a whistle 
and a trail map if 
a map is 
available even 
when you  

 think you know 
the trails 

  
 Always ski with 

someone and 
check on each 

other from time 
to time 

 
 When it is very 

cold out, have 
someone check 
your face for 
white patches 
(frostbite) 

 
December, 2010

 
 

 

 
 
Date                 Call by                  Perso n   Phone            
 
Jan.  8, 9    Jan 6              Gordon Haggert 519-253-4055  

Jan. 15, 16         Jan. 13       Phyllis Macdonald 519-969-3816                               

Jan. 22, 23  Jan. 20      Art Roth  519-948-4065 

Jan. 29, 30               Jan. 27       Mike Alexander 519-252-2666 

Feb. 5, 6   Feb. 3       Ange LaFlamme 519-735-6969 

Feb. 12, 13               Feb. 10      Mike Alexander 519-252-2666 

Feb. 19, 20              Feb. 17      Anne Bear  519-258-2726 

Feb. 26, 27              Feb. 24      Shirley Grondin          519-972-5781 

 
BOOKING   Please call 
the person responsible 
for the weekend by the 
Thursday of that week.  
Indicate whether you 
are available for one or 
both days.  You will be 
advised of what the 
nearest place appears 
to be and the departure 
plans. 

Proposed Post 
Christmas Trip  we are 
planning a trip to Barrie 

for the January 10 - 14 
(4 nights, 5 days).  We 
will be able to ski at 
Hardwood Hills and 
Horseshoe Valley where 
they already have lots of 
snow.  Interested 
persons should contact 
Art Roth  (519-948-
4065) or Gordon 
Haggert  (519-253-
4055) by Sunday, 
December 19 so that 
accommodations can be 
confirmed and final 

plans made. 

 
Mid Week Skiing 
Sometimes we get local 
snow during the week 
and should take 
advantage of it.  For 
those who are available 
and would like to ski 
during the week, call 
Gordon Haggert  at 
519-253-4055, Art Roth  
at 519-948-4065 or 
Shirley Grondin  at 519-

WESKI NORDIC - 2011 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE - Winter, 2011  
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972-5781 the day before 
and we will try to ski 
locally in one of the 
parks or do a day trip to 
Michigan. 
 
Canadian Ski 
Marathon  – Sat. and 
Sun., February 12-13, 
2011 
The 45th edition of the 
CSM will take place 
again (near Ottawa) 
from Buckingham to 
Montebello to Lachute, 
Quebec.  The annual 
two-day event features 

ten sections of 
tranquility and beauty 
through the Quebec 
countryside. You can ski 
as little as 12 km or as 
much as 160 km.  You 
set your own pace.  The 
CSM attracts more than 
2000 skiers from 4 to 84 
years of age.  Keeping 
safety in mind, the CSM 
supports all participants 
with frequent check 
points along the trail, 
providing free snacks, 
drinks, ski wax services 
and free shuttle bus 

services to the start 
point of your choice and 
return you to your 
accommodation when 
done. There are two 
days of travel to get to 
and from this event. 
Contact Gordon 
Haggert  at 519-253-
4055 for more 
information 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
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YAHOO GROUPS ONLINE  

Great Lakes Kayak Club  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/greatlakeskayakclub/ 

Paddlersnetwork  
Events and outings for paddlers in the Great Lakes region  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/paddlersnetwork/ 

SKLAKE   
Sea Kayak Lakes Area Kayak Enthusiasts  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SKLAKE/ 

SXCountyPaddlers  
A local group of primarily whitewater paddlers.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sxpaddlers/ 

Southeastern Michigan Kayak Club  
Paddling Lower Michigan and beyond  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/southeasternmichigankayakclub/ 
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You don’t drown by falling into water. You drown by 
staying there.    Robert Allen 
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A special THANK YOU for all of you 
who took the time and effort to provide 
stories and pictures, links and 
schedules, submitted jokes and made 

connections for me.  I am 
grateful for your consideration 
and efforts. I can actually say, 
being a newbie I can put some 
faces to names!!  I look forward 
to working with all of you, AND 

MANY, MANY OTHERS – HINT, 
HINT - on future additions of the 
Muddy Waters Newsletter.  In addition I 
am looking excited about collaborating 
with Rob on the website and most 
importantly, I cannot wait to get out 
kayaking as a group…in the past I have 
only kayaked solo… I welcome the 
change! I know I will learn a lot from 
each and every one of you. Thank you. 
Norene E Chevalier 
nechev@chevaliercounseling.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Windsor Essex County Canoe 
Club 

Mail to : 
WECCC 

3850 Dougall Ave. 
P.O. Box 31011 

Windsor, Ontario 
N9G 2Y2 

 
Message board : 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/weccc/ 
 

Website : 
http://www.weccc.org/ 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: EXCELLENT LINK ON UTUBE, RECOMMENDED BY RICK 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYiWydC8TjA  

Canoe paddling techniques 

Green Wave Forum  
Great website for kids of all ages.  
Try out their Florida Paddlers Bingo! 
http://www.clubkayak.com/greenwave/
upload/FloridaPaddlersBingo.pdf  
Quizzes! 
http://www.clubkayak.com/greenwave/
default.asp  


